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404 Emergency Response Plan 

Choices in Community Living, Inc. requires that each home and apartment maintains an 

unobstructed written floor plan posted on each floor that maps out emergency exits and safe 

areas for severe weather and contains the local emergency service phone number or 911.  

 

Maintain the client’s Emergency Response Strategy in the client’s Individual Service Plan at the 

home. 

 

Where daily services are required, Choices In Community Living, Inc. maintains emergency 

information in the program record. 

  

Each employee receives instruction and training in emergency response within thirty days of 

employment. This procedure is then reviewed with each employee yearly. 

 

Each client receives training in emergency response appropriate to the client’s functioning level 

within thirty days of receiving services from the agency. The client receives instruction and 

simulated experience in identification of and response to severe weather conditions is conducted, 

evaluated and recorded at each location for each client per the client’s Individual Service Plan.  

 

In the event of severe weather, ensure client health and safety and contact your supervisor. 

 

Refer to the chart below for safety recommendations for the following emergency conditions: 

Earthquake When the ground starts to shake, go to the nearest place that offers 

protection from falling or flying objects. If close to an exit, go outside. 

 

Flood When there is a flash flood warning, get to high ground immediately. Stay 

away from drains and ditches. Never walk or drive through flood waters. 

 

Winter Storms Maintain extra canned food, a manual can opener, bottled water, radio(s), 

flashlight(s), fresh batteries, blankets and extra medication in winter. Avoid 

unnecessary travel before or during a winter storm. Wear several layers of 

clothing if going outside is necessary. 
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Lightning Lightning is drawn to three things: water, metal and the tallest objects in the 

area. If outside and dark storm clouds are moving in overhead, get to a house 

or large building quickly. If a building is not an option other recommended 

places are:  

 A car, van or bus with a hard top 

 An open field or ditch a safe distance away from trees, fences or 

metal objects. Crouch down but do not lie down as wet ground can 

carry electricity. 

It is recommended during electrical storms to avoid: 

 using the telephone 

 using electrical appliances 

 faucets, sinks and bathtubs 

 a shed that stands alone 

 a hilltop 

 carrying anything made of metal 

 

Tornadoes The safest area of a home in the event if a tornado is the basement. If there is 

no basement, go to a closet or bathroom in the center of the building’s lowest 

level. Stay away from windows. Protect your head from flying objects and 

debris f you are in a car or mobile home, leave and go into a safer building or 

lie in a ditch or low-lying area and cover your head. 

Tornado drills will be conducted monthly during tornado season of April, May, 

June and July.  

 

 Bomb Threat       If informed of a bomb threat, staff will immediately assist the individuals to                 

evacuate the building to a safe distance and then call 911 

 

In the event of severe weather or signs of severe weather (i.e. threatening clouds, high winds, 

excessive rain): 

1. Turn on the television and tune it to the Weather Channel if there is cable in the home or 

apartment. If there is not cable in the home or apartment, tune the television to a local 

station. If television is unavailable, turn on the radio.  
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A storm watch means conditions are favorable for the type of weather condition noted. A 

storm warning means the weather condition noted is happening somewhere in the area 

and safety actions are required immediately. 

 

2. Maintain flashlights and radios with fresh batteries. If there are severe weather watches 

or warnings, remove these items from storage and ensure they are ready for use. Be 

prepared to take them with you to a safe area if needed. 

                              

3. If bad weather conditions continue or a tornado watch is in effect, take note of where 

clients are located in the home or apartment in preparation to access a safe area. 

 

4. If bad weather conditions worsen or if a tornado warning is in effect, assemble all clients 

for easier access to a safe area. 

 

5. Listen for a warning horn or use your own judgment to determine when to move to a safe 

area. 

 

6. If severe weather hits the home or one in the neighborhood: 

 If the home is not damaged or has minimal damage, stay inside until the police or 

fire department says it is safe to leave. 

 If the home is damaged severely, carefully leave the home and stay in the van or 

other safe area. Do not attempt to drive away unless certain that the roads are 

clear and safe. 

 Call for assistance as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

Information relating to severe weather conditions was obtained from Dayton Daily News, American Red Cross and OPRA 

Training Manual. 

 

 

 

 


